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STEADY HAND IN A TIME OF TRANSITION

REV. GALEN GUENGERICH PREPARES TO TAKE ALL SOULS
INTO ITS BICENTENNIAL YEAR

By Alan Krawitz

February 26, 2009
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It's been nearly two years since Rev.
Forrest Church, the charismatic
senior minister of the venerable All
Souls Unitarian Church, stepped

down to fight a pitched battle against
cancer. But the Rev. Galen

Guengerich, Church’s successor and
a 15-year veteran of All Souls, is by all
accounts up to the task of filling some
very large, beloved shoes.

Guengerich did his undergraduate
work at Franklin and Marshall College
and received a master’s degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary,
followed by a doctorate from The
University of Chicago.



Rev. Galen Guengerich’s sermon from the Sunday after 9/11 was included in
Representative American Speeches 2001-2002.

‘I come from a long line of Mennonite ministers but didn’t decide until mid-college that |
would pursue the path of being a minister,” Guengerich said.

Since becoming senior minister of the progressive-thinking congregation in 2007,
Guengerich has viewed his role as twofold.

“I think that my first task here has been to help guide the congregation through what’s
happening to Forrest,” said Guengerich, who remains in frequent, if not daily contact, with
his predecessor. “A large part of this is coming to grips with the end of a three-decade
ministry that was enormously successful and beloved.”

At the same time, Guengerich and the All Souls congregation are looking to the future with

renewed energy and enthusiasm.

“The other great challenge is to try and chart what our course will be going forward,” he
said. “What do we want to do in the next decade that will honor the preceding 190 years of
the All Souls Congregation?” said the reverend, noting that the congregation’s bi-
centennial celebration will be in 2019.

With those issues in mind, the congregation has been involved in a strategic planning
process, which includes initiatives to develop programs and resources related to the
expression of the Unitarian Universalist faith; strengthen new relationships; and make the
congregation more culturally, racially and ethnically diverse.

Since moving to Manhattan in 1993, Guengerich, who lives on the Upper East Side with his
wife Holly and 15-year-old daughter Zoe, has grown to love the city.

“I love the energy of New York,” he said. “The intellectual curiosity, the cultural vitality, the
ethnic diversity and the economic vigor. New York has been dubbed the capital of the world



for good reason, and I'm delighted to live and minister here.”

Guengerich is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and serves as chair of
the board of directors of The Interfaith Alliance Foundation, the national non-partisan
education and advocacy voice for faith and freedom.

His sermon at All Souls on Sept. 16, 2001—the Sunday after 9/11—was included in
Representative American Speeches 2001-2002, as one of seven “Responses to
September 11th.”

Looking forward, Guengerich sees a bright future for All Souls.

“This congregation has done some remarkable things in the past 200 years,” he said,
“and it has boundless potential to do the same in the years ahead.”




